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EPA sues Boston & Maine for $1.13m
Agency seeks to recover costs of cleaning up site of asbestos waste dump
By Fred Plllsbury _ C\
Globe Staff . ' >' i .

The US Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has sued trie Boston
& Maine Corp. for SI. 13 million
for the cost of cleaning up a 21-
acre landfill site in the railroad's
Iron Horse Park in North Billerica,
where asbestos waste was
dumped over a 30-year period.

The B&M had leased the site to
the Johns-Manville Products Co.,
a major manufacturer of asbestos
products, between 1944 and 1974.
The compan^ised it to dispose of

asbestos sludge, dust and waste
board. Asbestos has the potential
to cause cancer.

According to the EPA com-
plaint, the federal Centers for Dis-
ease C o n t r o l issued a p u b l i c
health advisory in March 1984
after finding uncovered asbestos
fibers at the site. It then recom-
mended immediate action by the
EPA.

B&M spokesman Dennis Coffey
said the federal agency told the
railroad lasLyear that it had the
option of doing the cleanup job it-

self to federal specifications or let-
ting the EPA do it and then face a
civi l suit.

The B&M decided against do-
Ing the project on its own, Coffey
said, and the EPA covered the site
with 18 inches of gravel and 12
incht-s of topsoil. which it then
seeded and fenced off. Coffey said
the B&M would have no comment
on the suit at this time.

US Attorney William F. Weld,
whose office announced the suit,
said that the civil action filed in
US District Coiirt here last Friday

is "fairly representative of Super-
fund complaints." Under the Su-
perfund statute, he said, the own-
er of any land that has to be
cleaned up by the federal govern-
ment is liable for the costs. "We
th ink the Superfurid law Is a very
important one," he said.

Although the B&M, along with
the Maine Central and Delaware
and Hudson railroads, is now
owned by Guilford Transportation
Industries, it has been the owner
of the site evei*! since the lease
started.
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